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ever told me long ago about what happened to rude boys
when the moon changed.
But before that happened three of us, with a couple of
sailors, rowed in the whaler to Frederiksen Island, one of the
South Orkneys. It is a long thin strip of mountain jutting
out of the sea like a backbone among larger islands. It was
the kind of day which is rare in the South Orkneys, calm and
blue. Giant white mountains flashed ancTglittered around
us while little golden plumes of cloud sat on their summits.
The sea was glassy smooth and hundreds of floating palaces
and pyramids of ice rocked gently on the swell. Groups of
penguins sat on each one, little silent companies riding upon
slow chariots of glass. In the water around us they pro-
truded glistening black heads, squawked and disappeared.
The water was so clear that we could see them darting swiftly
beneath us with rapid strokes of their flippers. Often they
shot out of the water on to ledges and shelves of rock or ice as
though fired out of a submarine gun, leaping several feet at
one surprising bound from under the surface.
But on Frederiksen Island which towered black above us,
dotted with penguins and streaked with their droppings,
there was a commotion at the water's edge. Penguins
bickered and fought along the foreshore noisily, pecking at
each other and slapping each other with their flippers.
Where the water lapped the rocks they stood chattering and
bowing. Close along the rocks there slid, in the under-
water gloom, a serpent-like form, A smooth evil head that
seemed half snake and half cat rose from the water, looked
right and left, opened its mouth and hissed. It was a
leopard seal and he was hunting. The leopard, they say,
makes a single mouthful of a penguin, and, with one violent
shake, can evert him completely, turning him, as it were,
right out of his skin. So that while he was lurking in the
shadows no penguin would go into the water. If you watch
penguins at the water's edge anywhere you will see them try
to coax or force each other, with true gallantry, to enter the